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On Tuesday 12 June, Nick Gibb,
Minister of State for Schools, visited
the Academy and our teacher training
arm, Shotton Hall SCITT, to tour the
school and see what we do here at
Shotton Hall.

Nick Gibb was appointed Minister of State at
the Department for Education in July 2014. He
is responsible for recruitment and retention of
teachers and school leaders, supporting a high-
quality teaching profession, reducing teacher
workload and more.

Nick visited several classes and enjoyed talking

to students and staff to hear about life at the
Academy. He also spoke with our teacher training
team and learned what we do to train new entrants
to the profession.
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SUMMER
CHECKLIST

No plans for the summer? Don't worry,
we've got you covered. Just complete the
tasks below for a summer filled with fun.

1. Get lost in a different world and read a book... or two!

2. Have a clear-out (your parents will love this one!).
Organise your cupboards - you're bound to find some
hidden treasures!

3. Teach yourself a new skill. An instrument or a
language maybe? Then teach a friend - YouTube is
great for this.

4. Make a dance routine to your favourite song and

dance like nobody is watching! “

5. Leave your PJs on and have a PJ day - invite your
friends over and watch a movie for double the fun!

6. Do a job for your parents - wash the car or make
tea - they will really appreciate it.

7. Get arty and draw/paint or collage a self portrait.

8. Use your imagination and write a story. Wolves,
fairies - whatever you're interested in.

9. Go outside. The sun won't be here forever - go
explore and see what you can find.

10. Go outside at night and stargaze. Can you spot
the North Star?

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

20JULY | BREAK UP FOR SUMMER

23AUG | GCSE RESULTS DAY

04SEP | BACK TO SCHOOL )
050CT | STAFF TRAINING DAY ;
190CT | LAST DAY OF TERM N

290CT | BACK TO SCHOOL

30NOV | STAFF TRAINING DAY

21DEC | LAST DAY OF TERM

TO KEEP UP TO DATE WITH ALL NEWS
AND EVENTS PLEASE VISIT:
WWW.SHOTTONHALLACADEMY.CO.UK

COACH LIBBY IS ON THE BALL...

Aspiring football coach, Libby
West in Year 8, has been
volunteering at a girls’ football
club recently, in the hope it will
give her a boost in her future
career.

After deciding that coaching might be
the career for her, Libby signed up

as a volunteer at a 5-11 girls’ football
programme - 'Wildcats' at East Durham
FC. It was an ideal opportunity and Libby
fitted straight in even running her own
session.

Football coach, Michael Gray,
commented: "Libby is polite and very
hard working and is a real pleasure to be
around - she is a credit to your school.
Today she delivered a full session to

the girls on her own. She was clear and
confident and the girls are really enjoying
being in her company."

Well done Libby, keep up the good work!



YOUNG HEROES
AWARDED!

Congratulations to Rhys Jackson in
Year 10 and Shane D'arcy in Year 11
who received Young Hero Awards
from Durham Police and Peterlee
Town Council.

The boys assisted a police community
support officer (PCSO) in helping

an elderly gentleman who had fallen
and badly injured his face. It was

a very cold night and the man was
very vulnerable. The boys showed
extreme maturity and PCSO, Michelle
Burnhope, said she would not have
been able to manage without their
help. Members of the community

and the town mayor commended the
actions of the boys.

Our brilliant school choir also made

an appearance at the ceremony with

a fantastic performance including solo
acts from Lottie Willis in Year 9 and
James Middlemiss in Year 10. As usual
our students were praised for their
talent and mature conduct.

The night was a wonderful celebration
for the brave young people in the local
area. Well done to all.

WE'RE ON TWITTER
AND FACEBOOK!

@shottonhall

facebook.com/
shottonhallacademy

FRIENDLY ‘BUDDIES' RECRUITED'

As we grow closer to the summer, we have

all come to realise that we won’t be in Year 7
forever. This term we have welcomed lots of
Year 6 students into the Academy as part of their
transition programme.

Some exceptional Year 7 students were recruited by Mr Wood
and Mrs Sharpe as ‘buddies’ to help the upcoming Year 7s feel
welcome and happy when they join us in September. Over 90
students applied for the position and nearly 60 were interviewed
for the role.

The role of a buddy is very specific and if you were selected
you were bestowed with duties such as: helping staff, talking
and listening to the new students and informing them about life
here at The Academy at Shotton Hall.

It is great to be a buddy. They are able to tell new students
about so many different subjects that they will study and help
them with any concerns or worries. We know they will love
Shotton Hall!

By the Year 7 Spotlight Team

PETS CORNER... MEET ZAC'



YEAR 7 GUIDE TO THE ACADEMY

We are very excited for our Year 6 students
to join us in September and we are here to
offer the best advice to help you in your first
few weeks at Shotton Hall.

You have 25 lessons a
week, each an hour long.
There will be homework -
but it helps you learn faster
and teaches you to work
independently - just make
sure you keep on top of it!

There’s plenty to learn,

lots of teachers and some
fantastic experiences to
get stuck into. Staff are
welcoming and very caring.
You may get lost a few
times at first, but don't
worry, you will get the hang
of it!

You will definitely

need equipment to be
successful. Pens, pencils,
ruler and planner are
essential, but if you love
stationery, you might want
to pop to WH Smith before
September.

Don'’t forget you will need
a backpack to carry all of

your supplies in!

Now then, uniform - this
will be a bit different to your
primary schools. You must
wear: a black school blazer,
a white shirt, black trousers
or A-line black skirt, a tie
(don’t worry, it’s clip on)
and leather or leather look
school shoes. There is a
more detailed guide on the
school website.

Also be careful with
jewellery - you are allowed
to wear earrings as long
as it's only in the lower
lobe and they are studs.
You cannot wear any other
accessories as they could
get lost, stolen or broken
so just leave it at home.

Lastly, mobile phones are
not allowed! So make sure
you don't have them out

in class or at break and
lunchtime.

TOPTIPS:

Be prepared for each
day with equipment
and uniform.

Try not to be late.

g

3. Ask if you're struggling.
4. Work super hard.
5. Be kind.

UMPIRING COURSE
COMPLETED

.

OUR KITCHEN TEAM
ARE QUALIFIED!

Behind the scenes, our fantastic,
hard-working kitchen staff have
been studying for their NVQ
qualifications which they passed
this week.

Head cook, Angela Ward completed
the Team Leading in the Business
Skills Sector and 'ICT qualification,
whilst the rest of the team completed
the Catering and Hospitality
qualification. All ladies also
completed an English and maths
qualification.

Well done ladies - you are superb!




MISS HOOK
VISITS 10
DOWNING STREET

Our Vice Principal, Miss
Hook, took a once in a
lifetime trip to London to
visit 10 Downing Street
this term.

Miss Hook, alongside over 100
other teachers from across

the country were invited to the
evening reception, hosted by the
Prime Minister and Secretary of
State for Education. The evening
was to celebrate their hard

work, talent and commitment to
giving every child an excellent
education.

Prime Minister Theresa May
said: "We know that the success
of every young person, in
whatever they go on to do in life,
is shaped by the education they
receive at school.

"That’'s why | was delighted

to welcome over a hundred
teachers from across the country
to Downing Street to celebrate
their achievements and to thank
them for the vital work they do
day-in and day-out.

"Teachers are key to making
Britain the great meritocracy it
can and should be, and | am
committed to working with them
so that every child has the best
possible start in life."

Well done Miss Hook!




SHOTTON HALL HOSTS SENSATIONAL
NIGHT AT THE MUSICALS

The final curtain has been drawn  Students danced and sang their

on our magnificent Night at the way through Matilda, Wicked,

Musicals spectacle, showcasing  Billy Elliott and The Lion King

the incredible talents of students to name but a few, leaving

at the Academy. everyone in the audience
amazed by the impeccable

Rather than picking just one performances and professional
musical this year, we decided show.

to celebrate the life of musical

theatre by travelling through The students and staff worked
the years, showcasing the best incredibly hard to put together
original musicals and songs the show and we are extremely
from West End shows that we proud. Well done to all of you.
all love.




GOODBYE FROM HEAD
BOY AND HEAD GIRL

(

NEW TERM RESOLUTIONS

All of us from Spotlight wish
everyone a very relaxing summer
and remind you to be ready to come
back with positivity for the upcoming
year. We have spoken to some of our
students to see if they have any new
term resolutions.

"Do homework in plenty of time. That way if |
get stuck, | can ask." Madison Drewett

"Help out the new Year 7 when they haven’t
grasped the map of the school." Niamh Metcalf

"Do homework quicker and better."Anna
Hodgson

"Be kind and helpful to everyone." Katie Elves

We hope everyone has a great six weeks off
and comes back on a high note!







