Welcome back,

I hope that you are all feeling
refreshed after a fantastic summer
break and are ready to tackle the
year ahead!

As we leave behind another school year,

| am pleased to announce yet another set of
fantastic GCSE results - this is testament to the
tremendous efforts of both staff and students
throughout all five years at the Academy. | am
so proud and wish them all the very best for
their futures.

| would like to welcome our new Year 7 students

- | trust you have just about got to grips with
finding your way around school. | know our
friendly buddies will have been making sure you
are settling in well.

I'd also like to take this opportunity to mention
Insight - a useful tool for both parents and
students on key information such as homework
deadlines, assessments, behaviour and more
which can be accessed via our school website.

Finally, you can keep up to date with all the
goings on around school by following our social
media channels. Have a lovely half term!
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Break up for half term

Back to school
Inset day (school closed)

Break up for Christmas

Back to school

NELT their hair to charity!
charity pub

Spring half term
Back to school

- . Well done to two of our kind-hearted students
qUIZ raises who recently donated their hair to charity.
£780 fOT Year 8's Hayden Rutter Bryson  whopping 27 inches of hair to

To keep up to date with all news

got the chop this half term The Little Princess Trust last
and events please visit: the NSPCC ! in aid of The Leukaemia and term. The sizable amount of

. Lymphoma Society Charity. hair will be made into wigs for
On Friday 4 October, : children who have lost their
staff from the Hayden's hair was transformed  p3ir que to illness.
Academy, along and he is now unrecognisable.
with other schools Hayden did this in support ofa  Hope recently received a
from the North East family friend, 6-year-old Daisy, =~ Young Heroes Award from

who is suffering with effects the Peterlee Police for her

Learning Trust, came from the disease. He raised generosity.

together for a night

. > £140 for the charity!
of pub quiz fun-ina We are very proud of both our
bid to raise money for Year 10 student, Hope Atherton  students for their incredible
the NSPCC! (pictured above), donated a acts of kindness!

The successful night
involved a classic pub

quiz, disco bingo ...and

of course, low key school
competition! Staff with their
friends and families raised
an impressive £780 for a
fantastic cause.

Thank you to everyone who
attended the event, donated
prizes, helped out on the
night and bought raffle
tickets - your generosity has
been overwhelming!

We're on Twitter
and Facebook! (

, @shottonhall

facebook.com/
shottonhallacademy
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Spelling Bee W-I-N

The Academy at Shotton Hall went
head to head with Wellfield and other
schools in the area for the title of
Spelling Bee Champions 2019.

Miss Farrell prepared the troops for what was
bound to be a great battle of the spellers! Four
Year 9 students were selected to represent the
school and Miss Farrell was hugely confident
that those selected would not let her down
and she was right! Our students left Wellfield
victorious with their new title in hand -
congratulations to all involved!

Here's ten tough spellings to start practicing for
next year: soldier, mirage, definitely, remember,
embarrass, luxurious, sarcastic, stomach,
oxygen, psychopath.

Apollo Pavillion turns 50!

Being part of the local community is something
that we here at the Academy are proud of. So when
the chance to get involved with the celebrations
surrounding the Pavillion turned up, we jumped at

the opportunity!

Students have been extremely
lucky to work with Theresa
Easton, a local artist, to create a
zine! Don't know what a zine is?
Well, we've got you covered! A
zine is @ mini magazine which is
entirely self-published using DIY
craft techniques.

Together with Theresa, in
honour of the Pavillion's 50th
birthday, students have created
some amazing artwork using

printing press techniques. %*

The zines will be made into a
collective edition with over 5,000

copies being distributed across
East Durham.

This has been a brilliant
experience for our students,
allowing them to have their
work featured in the press for
the first time

‘ %
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Thank you to Theresa for
letting us get involved!

A 5o

This month, Spotlight would like to introduce you to
Miss Fearon's pride and joy - her chihuahua, Alfie.

Aflie, also known as Alfie Bo,
was born on 1 March 2014, with
only three toes on his front
paw! Miss Fearon says Aflie

has 'little dog syndrome' - he

is feisty and stands his ground
with bigger dogs.

Aflie's favourite food is a toss
up between beef and chicken -
spoilt pooch alert!

He loves going for long walks
along the beach, especially in
summer and his favourite toy is
Lady from Lady and the Tramp.

Despite having many
comfortable options, Alfie has
never slept in his own bed...
which Miss Fearon secretly likes!




Student speaks up for
deaf awareness!

Did you know that 1 in 6 people in the UK are affected
by hearing loss which mostly goes unrecognised? Our
brave Year 11 student, Emma Brown, shares her story...

"Since birth | have always
struggled with hearing loss.

| have had many sets of
grommets and operations on
my ears but nothing has quite
seemed to work. Little did | know
that my hearing loss was part of
something bigger - | had to go to
A&E just before Christmas last
year and found out that | had a
dysfunctional Eustachian tube
which was mainly to blame for
my hearing loss.

"| was offered hearing aids but
my first reaction was to turn
them down due to the idea that
| may be bullied or laughed

at for having plastic things in
my ears. Instead, | chose to
have an operation which was
unsuccessful and caused me
more pain than ever. A year
later | was again given the

chance to have hearing aids
and thankfully | said YES - I've
never looked back since. Having
hearing aids is one of the best
things that's ever happened to
me. | heard things for the first
time, things | didn't even know
had a sound.

"What | have learned is that it
isn't my ears or hearing aids
that define me. Being deaf is
something to be proud of just
like anything else. It has its
perks - when someone gets on
my nerves | can just turn my
hearing aid off... Due to my
hearing loss | decided to teach
myself sign language and I'm
able to share that with friends
and family and use it at school,
showing that a disability does
not define you or stop you!"

Golf pros m
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the making

Students from the
Academy are due to
have golf lessons from
professional golfer
James Wallace.

Through a partnership
between the Academy and
Castle Eden Golf Club, the
lessons will give students

the opportunity to take part
in a sport that is not widely
played by their age group - for
many students this is their first
experience on a golf course.

Over the next ten weeks,

the lucky students will be
receiving lessons in all aspects
of golf including driving, iron
play, chipping, putting and
match play.

We cannot wait to see how
they do - good luck!

Did you know?

1) In Switzerland, it is illegal to
own a single guinea pig, you
have to own two so that they
do not get lonely.

2) The colour purple does
not appear largely on any
countries' flag.

Fun at the Freshers' Fair

3) Penguins have knees under
their skin.
Here at The Academy at Shotton Hall we don't just

4) A mule is the result of 5
learn in the classroom....

horse and donkey breeding.

At the beginning of term
we held a freshers' fair to

showcase the huge range of
6) The creator of match.com opportunities available to our

lost his girlfriend to a man she students.
met on match.com.

5) Cherophobia is the fear of
happiness.

We offer a huge variety of clubs
including choir, badminton,
rugby, cheerleading, coding,
Harry Potter and drama club.

Take a look on our website
The event was extremely to see the full list of exciting
popular, particularly with our activities!
new Year 7s with many students
signing up to try something new.

7) Platypi are the only
mammals that lay eggs.

By Josh Lamond




.Stude'nts break down
borders in Pivka

A group of our students, along with
five other schools across Europe,
recently visited Pivka, Slovenia as
part of an Erasmus project focussed
on breaking down borders.

The project aims to create virtual and
augmented learning resources for use in
classrooms. From looking at planets and the
water cycle to virtual visits to art galleries, the
project is certain to bring a lot of excitement to
the classroom.

Our students received lots of praise from the
other schools' staff for their behaviour. The
Headteacher of the school in Slovenia said that
students of the Academy were the politest and
most well behaved visitors they had met.

The group also managed to fit in some
sightseeing - they explored the beautiful town,
visited the Slovenia Winter Olympic site and
enjoyed a morning at the Julian Alps.

Well done for being such good representatives of
our school, it sounds like you all had a great time!




